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Mitcham Football Club
1980 Senior Premiership 40th Year Anniversary, 1980-2020

Due to the impact of the Coronavirus pandemic, the Eastern Football League 2020 season has had to be cancelled. This
means a Mitcham FC 1980 Premiership 40t Anniversary Reunion cannot take place. However, this should not stop the MFC
community, including the Past Players and Officials, remembering and celebrating this wonderful premiership success.

1. The 1980 Grand Final Match Details:

Mitcham Football Club

Eastern District Football League Premier Division
SENIOR PREMIERS 1980

Mitcham 13.16 (94) def. Vermont 8.15 (63)

Ground: Kilsyth Recreation Reserve

Captain / Coach: Ron Thomas President: Bernie Coleman

Peter Dungan
Full Back

Phil Morrison Paul Hanneberry

Alan Marshall Shane Witnish Greg Pimm
Half Back

Ron Thomas (CC)
Centres

Wayne Halbert

Wayne Henderson

David White

Gary Marshall Graeme Weatherley (VC)

Half Forward

Trevor Hoath Robert Lyons

Tony Andrews
Full Forward

First Ruck / Followers: Reserves:
Peter Laurie Neil Watson
Ray Bond Mick Taylor

Ross Gallagher

Team Manager: Harry Willaton
Secretary: Kevin Smith

Team starting line-up as per the Nunawading Gazette, 17 September 1980
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2. The Official 1980 Premiership Story:
Extract from the Club history book ‘Place Kicks to Drop Punts’ (by Garry Wathen / Marc Fiddian)

Under a new president, Bernie Coleman, Mitcham made a slashing start to the 1980 season, winning the opening 7 games,
and eventually won 15 of the 18 home and away games. Yet there were times when coach Thomas felt some of his players
struggled. After losing to Scoresby midway through the season he asked each player to give him a written report as to why
the player was beaten. Before the finals Thomas gave the reports back to the players to refresh their memories.

Among the newcomers to the club were ruckman Peter Laurie (East Burwood), wingman Wayne Halbert (Heathmont),
defenders Greg Pimm (Highett) and Paul Hanneberry (Sandringham), ruck-rover Barry Denny (Melbourne) and rover Trevor
Hoath (Hastings). Apart from some very sound recruiting, Mitcham officials also made it a practice to send representatives to
watch the team Mitcham was due to play the next week. While Thomas appreciated the information from such an exercise he
also believed that the traditional game of crown and anchor after training was an important factor in fostering club spirit and
raising funds.

The ladder at the end of 1980 was:

w L D PC
Mitcham 15 3 153
East Ringwood 14 4 153
Mulgrave 12 6 120
Vermont 11 7 104
Scoresby 9 9 110
North Ringwood 7 10 1 91
East Burwood 6 12 81
Croydon 5 12 1 81
Surrey Hills 5 13 76
Ringwood 5 13 60

A 10-point loss to East Ringwood on the eve of the finals took the gloss off Mitcham’s advance to the finals, but if anything it
served to bring out the best in the players. Mitcham beat East Ringwood by 34 points in the second semi-final and Vermont
by 31 points in the grand final at Kilsyth. Trailing Vermont by three points at half-time and leading by three at three-quarter
time, Mitcham clinched the premiership with a five-goal burst 10 minutes into the last quarter. A strong defence, led by Peter
Dungan, the roving of Gallagher and Hoath, and Thomas’ leadership, were key factors in Mitcham’s success. Andrews
finished the season with 102 goals and the elusive Robbie Lyons 70.

1980 Finals Matches & Scores

15t Semi Final
Mulgrave 9.13 (67) vs Vermont 15.15 (105). Vermont won by 38 pts.

2"d Semi Final
Mitcham 22.15 (147) vs East Ringwood 17.11 (113). Mitcham won by 34 pts.

Preliminary Final
East Ringwood 16.14 (110) vs Vermont 19.24 (138). Vermont won by 28 pts.

Grand Final
Mitcham 13.16 (94) vs Vermont 8.15 (63). Mitcham won by 31 pts.
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3. The 1980 Premiership Team Photo:

Top Row:

2nd Row:

3rd Row:

Front Row:

Absent:
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Peter Laurie, Peter Dungan, Shane Witnish, Tony Andrews, Ray Bond, Paul Hanneberry,
Emil Popovic (injured), Herb Larkin, Hugh McNiff

Harry Willaton (Team Manager), Steve Lundberg, Graeme Jacobs (Chairman of Selectors),

Roy Hands (Head Trainer), Mick Taylor, Alan Marshall, David White, Gary Marshall,

Greg Pimm, Graeme Weatherley (VC), Barry Denny (injured), Rob Lyons, Gary Lalor, Bob Bentley,
Ray Bourke (Treasurer)

Tony Linney (injured), Kevin Smith (Secretary), Ron Thomas (Capt. Coach: with son Kane),
Ross Gallagher, Bernie Coleman (President), Peter Witnish (suspended), Phil Morrison,

Wayne Henderson, Trevor Hoath, Neil Watson, Steve Saddington

Wayne Halbert



4., The 1980 Season Scores:
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Page 16 EDFL FOOTBALL RECORD

13th & 14th SEPT, 1980

FIRST DIVISION RESULTS — 1980

Round 1 — April 19

Mitcham 19.11, Scoresby 13.12.

*East Ringwood 32.26, Ringwood 6.12.
Croydon 13.10, East Burwood 11.8.
North Ringwood 10.14, Vermont 15.13.
Mulgrave 17.24, Surrey Hills 11.7.

Round 2 — April 26 :
Mitcham 24.18, Ringwood 3.13.

East Ringwood 19.9, East Burwood 13.14.
Vermont 14.25, Croydon 15.10.
Mulgrave 13.10, North Ringwood 12.11.
Scoresby 13.22, Surrey Hills 11.7.

Round 3 — May 3

Mitcham 28.15, East Burwood 14.8.
Vermont 20.19, East Ringwood 13.15.
Mulgrave 25.14, Croydon 17.14.

North Ringwood 24.12, Surrey Hills 13.13.
Ringwood 20.11, Scoresby 13.19.

Round 4 — May 10

-Mitcham 23.11, Vermont 16.23.

East Ringwood 23.25, Mulgrave 17.14.
Surrey Hills 13.14, Croydon 8.18.
Scoresby 24.9, North Ringwoed 13.17.
Ringwood 19.15, East Burwood 13.21.
Round 5 — May 17

Mitcham 17.7, Mulgrave 10.15.

East Ringwood 19.14, Surrey Hills 4.13.
North Ringwood 17.19, Croydon 16.15.

‘Vermont 12.12, Ringwood 6.15.

Scoresby 15.9, East Burwood 6.15.
Round 6 — May 24 . ;

Mitcham 12.11, Surrey Hills 11.14.
East Ringwood 11.16, North Ringwood 10.10.
Scoresby 13.14, Croydon 9.12.
Mulgrave 11.23, Ringwood 9.11.
Vermont 22.13, East Burwood 13.16.
Round 7 — May 31

Mitcham 22.22, North Ringwood 8.10.
East Ringwood 25.17, Croydon 8.16.
Ringwood 15.14, Surrey Hills 11.11.
Mulgrave 15.17, East Burwood 13.15.°
Vermont 14.12, Scoresby 13.14.
Round 8 — June 7

Croydon 16.8, Mitcham 14.12.

East Ringwood 12.14, Scoresby 9.5.
North Ringwood 16.10, Ringwood 10.14.
East Burwood 15.10, Surrey Hills 18.13.
Mulgrave 22.15, Vermont 6.12.

Round 9 — June 14

Croydon 16.12, Ringwood 6.6.

East Burwood 18B.16, North Ringwood 16.15.
Vermont 17.23, Surrey Hills 12.9.
tMitcham 15.9, East Ringwood 10.15.
*Scoresby 11.11, Mulgrave 12.9.
Round 10 — June 21

Scoresby 14.11, Mitcham 11.18.
*Ringwood 2.6, East Ringwood 13.11.
East Burwood 13.22, Croydon 7.9.
Vermont 16.11, North Ringwood 11.14.
Mulgrave 17.12, Surrey Hills 7.8.

Round 11 — June 28

Mitcham 15.11, Ringwood 8.3.

East Ringwood 12.14, East Burwood 7.9.
Vermont 7.13, Croydon 6.11.

Mulgrave 4.5, North Ringwood 2.5.
Scoresby 9.6, Surrey Hills 4.16.

Round 12 — July § .
Mitcham 12.7, East Burwood 7.6.

East Ringwood 17.7, Vermont 14.11.
Mulgrave 16.9, Croydon 7.3.

Surrey Hills 11.21, North Ringwood 12.12.
Scoresby 15.19, Ringwood 4.6.

Round 13 — July 12

Mitcham 15.17, Vermont 12.12.

East Ringwood 10.8, Mulgrave 8.7.
Croydon 13.9, Surrey Hills 5.7.

North Ringwood 15.9, Scoresby 12.6.
East Burwood 6.13, Ringwood 4.8.
Round 14 — July 19

‘Mitcham 6.9, Mulgrave 4.8.

East Ringwood 17.22, Surrey Hills 6.13.
{North Ringwood 9.5, Croydon 8.11.
Vermont 17.16, Ringwood 8.12.

East Burwood 8.13, Scoresby 6.8.

Round 15 — July 26

Mitcham 21.15, Surrey Hills 13.14.
North Ringwood 12.16, East Ringwood: 13.9.
Scoresby 18.5, Croydon 12.9.

Ringwood 10.7, Mulgrave 3.7.

East Burwood 18.11, Vermont 15.13.
Round 16 — August 2

Mitcham 16.11, North Ringwood 5.9.
East Ringwood 10.13, Croydon 6.11.
Surrey Hills 17.11, Ringwood 6.8.
Mulgrave 9.7, East Burwood 3.12.
Vermont .7.19, Scoresby 7.16.

Round 17 — August 9.

tMitcham 20.17, Croydon 11.12.
Scoresby 13.16, East Ringwood 14.8.
Ringwood 6.12, North Ringwood 4.5.
Surrey Hills 17.13, East Burwood 11.11.
Vermont 16.18, Mulgrave 15.20.

Round 18 — August 16 )
East Ringwood 13.17, Mitcham 12.13.
Croydon 5.7, Ringwood 3.5. .
North Ringwood 13.15, East Burwood 14.7.
Surrey Hills 16.22, Vermont 12.16.
*Mulgrave 15.18, Scoresby 14.9.

FINALS: 1st XVIII, 2nd XVIll and U.17
1st Semi-Final: August 23. ;
2nd Semi-Final: August 30

Preliminary Final: September 6.

Grand Final: September 13.

U.15 FINALS: .
1st Semi-Final: 10 a.m., August 23.
2nd Semi-Final: 12 noon, August 23.
Preliminary Final: 10 a.m., September 6.
Grand Final: 10 a.m., September 6..



5. The Second Semi-Final:

Ringwood-Croydon Mail. Wednesday September 3, 1980. (By Jay Dee)

Bounceback!

Mitcham bounced their way into the 1980 EDFL grand final in a torrid display against East Ringwood on Saturday. In a
sensational second semi-final, no less than eight reports were made and anxious club officials will await the outcome of
Wednesday'’s tribunal hearing. Players reported in Saturday’s encounter of the closest kind were Mitcham’s Neil Watson (two
counts), Peter Witnish and Peter Laurie and their East Ringwood counterparts, Gary Maidment (three counts) and Eddie
Melai.

The match was a different affair than when the two sides met in last year’s second semi-final. From the opening bounce by
central umpire, Steve Mason, the Bluebirds attacked and Gary Maidment popped the ball through the goals within seconds,
however Mason had spotted an infringement and awarded the free to Mitcham defender, Peter Witnish, who cleared for the
Tigers. At the other end of the oval, rover Ross Gallagher screwed one through for Mitcham and ‘danger man’ Robbie Lyons
followed suit and the Tigers had two on the board. Moments later, Gallagher and Lyons accidentally collided heavily, but it did
not deter the little champ ‘Gags’ Gallagher from kicking his second. Things were hotting up a little as East constantly in
attack, finally broke through the ice against the strong breeze for full forward Bartling to goal. Not to be deterred, opposing full
forward, Tony Andrews kicked his first for the quarter and his ninety sixth for the season. East were right out of luck up
forward as Steve Plain’s long shot hit the post and he followed up the attempt with another field shot which bounced on the
goal line and back into play for Mitcham defenders to clear. Tiger rover, Trevor Hoath kicked accurately and Andrews kicked
his second, as did Bartling for East. Some passages of close checking play were displayed in the hectic opening as Jones
was freed for east and goaled to put his side three goals down. However, the overworked Mitcham forwards were on target
again for Laurie and Lyons to goal and put the defending premiers five in front at the first change.

With the heavy clashes behind them, both sides settled down to play their own brand of football in the second term with
Andrews kicking his second and ‘Lefty’ Maidment notching his first of his four for the term. His former Caulfield team mate,
Ross Goodman also kicked two valuable goals, and Renwick, Turner and Hanna followed up to show that the Bluebirds were
after full wind benefit for the quarter as the Bluebirds raced to a fourteen point lead at half-time. Resident Kilsyth captain
coach Gary Ireland was invited to address the Mitcham team on tactics and how to play the difficult and unfamiliar ground,
and the move paid dividends immediately the third term commenced. The Tigers began to take a better avenue to goal, as
Thomas, Gallagher and Weatherley kicked truly to regain the lead for their side. With play stopped, awaiting for the ball to be
retrieved from out of bounds, Maidment was felled behind play and a report followed this incident. Gallagher kicked his
second for the quarter, as did Weatherley and then centreman Watson shot a kick across the face of goal to find Andrews for
his number 99. At this stage, an incident occurred which changed the outcome of the match as far as East were concerned.
The Bluerbirds were still very much in the race and were in attack, with full use of the breeze yet to come when Mitcham
sharked a well directed hand-pass, cleared the ball downfield for Lyons to goal. He quickly demoralised the Bluebirds by
goaling again, minutes later and the nonplussed Easterners were 39 points down as the quarter closed.

Renwick after some gallant play, missed a vital shot in front but atoned a little later. Marshall answered for Mitcham and East
were still chasing a 39 point deficit, Hanna, after some fine play, broke through the solid Mitcham defence to goal. Plain and
Goodman brought up some chewers with two goals for East and the margin lowered. And then it happened .... Andrews
scooped up a low trajectory pass and notched his ‘ton’ for the season and sealed the issue once and for all.

Scores:
Mitcham: 22.15 (147) def East Ringwood: 17.11 (113)
Goalkickers:
Mitcham: Lyons 6, Andrews 5, Gallagher 3, Hoath 2, Weatherley 2, Thomas, Laurie,
Watson, G. Marshall
East Ringwood: Maidment 4, Goodman 3, Renwick 3, Hanna 2, Turner 2, Bartling 2, Plain.
Best Players:
Mitcham: Lyons, G. Marshall, P. Witnish, Weatherley, Gallagher, Hoath, Taylor (2" half)
East Ringwood: Melai, Parker, Stewart, Goodman, Renwick, Hanna.
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nsuED WEEKLY DURING THE FOOTBALL SEASON BY THE MITCHAM FOOTBALLC LUJ

SENIORS 6.9.80
In the 2nd Semi Final against East Ringwood

ir defeat in their previous clash. 1
LR i In gusty conditions judging the ball was

last Saturday the Tigers were out
With a strong line-up the team

ttacking with the wind. d
e o s dard game the Tigers established a handy break

difficult but in a top class stan ;
st time. Against the wind in the 2nd quarter the Tigers started well scoring

the first goal. However, with the aid of the strong wind, East Rin?wood began 3
to get their game together- In the latter half of the quater especna}ly. the Bluebirds
were on top continually attacking and goaling to grab a lead of_ll& points at_i .

time At half time Ron Thomas summoned all his strength and gu)ﬂe to 1ift his difles
will to win with assistance of Kilsyth's coach Gary Ireland's comments . !n the

third quarter the Mitcham side unleashed themselves to regain the initiative and

out play the opposition. From the precipice of defeat the team powered ahead to

hold a é goal lead at 3/4 time. The last quarter saw a determined Mitcham battle

on to hold out East Ringwood to outscore them and win by 6 goals to secure the

Grand Final berth.

SCORES: Mitcham 22-17

D East Ringwood 17-10
BEST: G. Marshall, R. Lyons, R. Gallaghe:

r, P. Witnish, P- Morrison

MATCH HIGHLIGHTS;
Tony Andrew's 100th goal.

N
i Shane Witnish's courageous individual run.

& Robby Lyon#éscagey, opportunistic talent.

X Peter Withish's brilliant marking.

A Peter Laurie's goal and Eddie Melaiss$s'congratalations' .
RESERVES

Playing the top side Scoresby in the 2nd Semi Final as the curtain raiser to
the seniors match the Tigers were out matched on the day. Effected by injuries
the team was able to field only the bare 20 players. Despite being undermanned
the team did a good job against a talented running Scoresbhy team at top strength.
After a fair last quarter as they used the wind well, However, in the 3rd quarter
the Tigers overcame a 6 goal deficit to be within striking distance at 3/4 time,
The last quarter showed the strength of Scoresby and throughttheir key players
were able to break away to score a comfortable win. On the day the Tigers were
beaten but clearly showed they have the ability to reverse the result. However
we must beat East Ringwood in the Preliminary Final.

SCORES: Scoresby 18-14 D Mitoham 11-13
BEST: D. Dungan, J. Dugdale, D. Williams, D. Coutts, D. Davis

MITCHAM HOTEL BESTATEAM PLAYER AWARD - P. WITNISH

U/16 PRELIMINARY FINAL

A gutsy performance by Mitcham U/16's all year guided by John Oohen and
Peter Scanlon saw the team 1i§t from seventh in 1979 to 3rd in 1980. Last
Saturday they were not disgraced and found Ringwood too strong on the day.
SCORES:  Ringwood 9-10 Mitcham 4-12
BEST: P. Allen, S. Pearce, S. Curran.

SOCIAL_NOTEB

= Don‘t forget the SEAFOOD BANQUET tomorrow, starting at 10.30 a.m,
Everybody Welcome - $10,00 all incl.
b Grand Final Lundheon - Sunday, September 1l4th - Karynya Lodge

“ Annual Ball - October 10th - $20.00 per head all inol,

“fn beouge L T8
nd G L]
i L oy T Eae and o o s

' S [ Sy a1 — Sorvestr 1812 4 Upper Porsken
wﬁm Mlhr ssue once nl:l.r‘ﬂl. 3
Gl 3 w3 Wesneiy 3 Thomss, | i S s o £
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GALLAGHIN DUNGAN

“THE BATTLE OF ROOKS ROAD”
MITCHAM v_VERMONT

SATURDAY NEXT-EDFL GRAND FINAL AT KILSYTH

it’s “TIME ON" at

GO FOR
in a Row!

® GRAEME
WETHIRLEY

“WELCOME TO MY WORLD™
DAVID MURRAY'S

AMO
SERVICE STATION

Mew Worke)

Op
339 Mitcham Rd., MITCHAM

QUALITY NEVER GOES OUT OF AM FACuvaens
STYLE MITCH & JEWELLERS
CORDS ‘B,gz:h:-"‘! 5. ;‘:g (. 11, & B, GOLDAWORTIY)
16 $21.00 14 Station 8t., Mitchan 873-1563

Yarmige Kol o RS speciaining fn: Welch & shock repairs (dchronic & Mechnican) Jowritery
DENIM SBI;?"ALGHT S $15.95 LAY CAN BE REPAIRED . . | WE CAN DO IT

Youths 68-76 $18.95

Mens 68-102 $21.00 M T OW THAT YOU'VE SEEN US AT THE 1

WHNIE YNII SHND
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SENIORS 13.9.80
Today the Seniors play in thelr 3rd consecutive Grand Final. They have

the opportunity to be the firss side since East Burwood in the 1960's to win two Y

premierships in a row. Since 1970 Mitcham have figured in 4 Grand Finals

winning in 1970, 1975 and 1979 and today have the chance to make it 5 times for
4 flags. Winning today is a must. The Mitcham Football Club was the most .
successful club in the 1970's and what better way to start the 1980's by victory .
over our closest rivals, Vermont. We wish the 20 players including Ron Thomas

- all the best today as they create history for themselves and the club.

RESERVES

~
BLISHED WEEKLY DURING THE' FOOTBALL SEASON BY THE MITCHAM FOOTBALLCLUB

ITS an all-Nunawading

nd final in the Eastern

— | Districts Football League

First Division top grade
Saturday.

In the Preliminary Final last Saturday Mitcham played East Ringwood. In the
1st quarter the Tigers kicked downhill, with the aid of a slight breeze. After a
tight, torrid quarter the team had only managed to stay just ahead of the opposition

Yill EDFL football

next §

= . by the break.
i The second quarter saw East Ringwood combine well as a team, with the loose man
Vermont. ¢ a h game, to kick 9 goals with the kicking end. Everything seemdd to go wrong for the
tor the 1980 premiership Tigers with bad bounces and bad kicking while East Ringwood surged ahead. At } time
flag. war replaced by Mick Coach Henderson faced a near impossible task to revive the talented team dazzled by

The Mitcham Tigers — Taylor in the ruck duels and 8 goal deficit.
Jast yeur's premiers — must  Bgaimnst East Ringwood's In the Jrd quarter Mitcham began well with the kicking end to score several
~tarl lavorites, as they Fddie Melai. goals, They continued to improve getting the ball out of the centre and quickly
into attack. However after almost bridging the gap the Tigers allowed East back

Vermont  veleran centre
¢ ; half-back Dick Culpin leads into the quarter. The Bluebirds scored a couple of goals to hold a narrow lead of

away matches, and have 5 enacious backline and his 8 points at 3/4 time.
The Tigers faced a difficult task kicking against the now sezeable breeze and

heaicn the Vermont Eagles  duct with Weatherly should
OESREI0nS. be a highlight. still trailing. Through some good play the team attacked quickly and consistently

fimished top of the ladder at
1 home and

the sides i
the side~ have met this "y forind, the danger for the first 10 minutes with scoring shots off line. Gradually they took an 8
Rut o Kagles — thelr. D3R8 the gilhl' attack point lead and the game settled down to a battle of the defences. Using tfe short
hﬂpmm-eﬁﬁmh)ml has '_’"n ichmond game the Tigers seemed to be doing well but then East broke through to score in the
— bave been running hot in 5:::':\”' I.g;rhz.mi; latter part of the quarter to win by 26 points.
the finabs. groat el -M;lqv- SCORES:  East Ringwood [} Mitcham
Theur fast, play-onstyleof  ing a full in the Vic- BEST: W. Henderson, M. Taylor, D. White, O Davis, J. Dugdale.
kame will be matched torian Football League com- .
Against the pl:yuiul‘ly petition. e * Congratulations to Ken Henderson and the team who on the day were unable to
sronger Mitcham, whose Both teams have tile play their best Bootball, although putting up a solid effort. Lets all get
e T Jeaders in o -cou:m“hn behind the Seniors in the Grand Final to spur them on even more to win.
A nIUIY- - Ron Thomas (Mitchal
prink_spoarhend Tony and Denis Wi H“‘V:Z 'MITCHAM BOTEL BEST TEAM PLAYER AWARD' W. HENDERSON
bk o ‘h:'“ g mont), who tend to switch
- rimesiel il g‘:‘ﬂ:‘u:ﬁhmﬁ' SOCIAL GOSSIP
3 ity e\
| 10 Bt his side with * Congratulations to Wayne Henderson and Judy who announced their engagement on
3 | Saturday night. (Thanks to Chris Turner who overheard their conversation.)

| * We wish Warren (Cheque Book) Nelson and Chris (Trolly) Turner a quick

recovery from their injuries.

. Michelle Turner must be a heavy footed dancer! On Saturday night at Ken
and Doreen Henderson's Chris was dancing and""hopping" and "bopping" with
Michelle. But Sunday morning had a broken ankle??? He says it was from
Saturday's game but we are not sure!

* Christine Dunkinson entertained guests a$ Henderson's Saturday night as

& " she"danced and rolled and floated around" after consuming numberous wines.
(Not to mention kicking beer cans about the football club with Penny earlier
e at close up timell!)
5 ' i 2 * The Seafood Banquet was a top success thanks to Ray Bourkes prganisation and
* i -_.‘. the overall support.

Let’s Remember: earlier in the year:

1. Mitcham defeated Vermont both times during the home and away season:
R.4: Mitcham 23.11 def Vermont 16.23 (home). - TicER RAG

Saturday 3ist, May, 1980.

R.13: Mitcham 15.17 def Vermont 12.12 (away). samcrios
2. MFC revived the Tiger Rag from 31st May 1980. i il £ i oy el L =i

Club this weckend.

SEMIORS
5 ¢ e At surrey Hills last Saturday the seniors began sloly, unsettled by the wind
Nunavading Gaxotto, Wednesday, May 14, 1980 — Page 43 conditions and a s oppposition. The team tralled for most of the day
porserverance, we gradually briged the deficit in a lon scoring gane.

v e i o
G T S e T
S e e R S R
; Rt e ST S U
e a2
esone
K I c Ks E I G H . e i i et o0 ssroeg b homey Teuning
irst

1S4 out easy winners. In the f. quarter they were Jjust in front but with
greater skill and desire the team applied themselves and went right ahead
Top EDFL side, him, but forgetting about revival in which they scor-
B e S e 0

=~ in the next three quarters. Kicking a multftude of goals they showed the
right potential for f:
SCRES: - Witchan 22 - 25 o Surrey Hills 5 - 5
$ EST :- M. Taylor, . Henderson, C. Ho Kean.
W0ER 18
Declding to put 100 mnutes together the U/I8's easily accounted for Surrey Hills
and

Mitchom, had their N A 2% oo™
2 — —. Lyons, whose"thre.gouls Siught mainiy thiough, the
first taste of real | 1 the’ ifs term heloed seh placement of Philtp Dak 3
s hed aryived | i e sl bls Il R e,
on Saturday when wa ot Mitcham. Lyons|  However, he damsge was
i 5 {3 Compared o Richmons done eater 2o Mlchim Shocd their supporters just what they can expect in the future.
they played Vermont ormer onthefRker e n the it guaris SCORES:~ Hitcham 9 - 10 o Surrey Hills 6 -
Sereosty st e e winars it s remendous TEST :- A great tean effort.
a game = iatics In deciding & game. |lnaht &t the
e reholed siaied the g Selfa gt | Gl S UNOER 16
BY 0% DEE s “went 0n 1o Kiok | Even !

e T Eoais for the. match and| mankged to Kick 3 goals and After leading all day the U/16's were over tun In the last tern to go down by
ot ek L EN T o o 1m0 o 1 /S i BTy iy Bty e After. Loas
T i TR aping| o0 L e e o Somingnce of” iger o & wihlle Vorpents, cgly Suerey Hills 9 -9 O Mitchon 8 - 3
- cardinai error i siter i ermon, | teamn, wAth Trosce, Morrls Clark, D. Scanlon, D. Witaish.

The cunrter tinally ended| 5 it ace Spearhead Tony|afier traling by 41 boinis o i Adams notching 2 Cac
it oSl e A out-of the marchihal. G, Cae bICk inio|and of course, Pl Dk
Titbrs: Bolching’ an exiral by Dlaying extra men onlthe game in  third quarter|

The U/16's suffered their first defeat for the year at the hands of East Burwood,
Who were fac too strong In the.

& afr for our young Tigers.
v SCURES: - €. Burwood 13 - 17 D ttchan 1 - 6
; BEST - P. Harper, A. Mc Korral, J. Howell.
A UNDER 12 & 10
TS Coach of the cubs, John Burgess had his U/10 side firing to blitz Croydon by
s 3 goals {n an encouraging win where as the U/12's were not as fortunate going
o atoals to0) strongestndifas bigger stds,
i Lol

e | o T YA by 16
Liivcaie 55 1035 Notwood 4107 Row: - SCORES' /12" Croya 4 ; o
5010, Ferntroe yiie 2146 M. Evelyn 9.2 ydon: 13- 16, 20 iftcham 1 - 0
S, Croydon 67 Forest Hil 1810, Cold: Mitcham 4 -5 D Croydon 0-0
T ; an e
Dincaser 81 ST LS e mer, €. ke
3 . Scott, , R. Gassman.
”

Kilsyth
Bayswater
7, _Under 16

«e Final siren scores <.

EDFL siren scores from[104; Scoresby 1811, N.Boronis 910, Femire ; )
ariwood = ream 915 Nunawad.

inda. 16; War.

o 59,

S Wan.

e Rinwood 130 i
o ab1 Coustrens|
oo Bye.

Ben 1 Bt %4, Basin
Sinawading L S

E2
o 05 Warrio

_ . s S0 2013 Viaerandyie 35

171 Siircse o 5. Waptima.

Reserves — Ber on
UFTG 710; - Heath |ville 2223, Mt Eyelyn 7.14;
1296, Lilydale 113:| Mooroolbark 1836, Nor.| Wantirna.
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6. The Grand Final Highlights:

SAT. and SUN., SEPTEMBER 13 and 14, 1980 PRICE 20 CENTS

Eastern Districts
Football League

Registered for Posting as a Newspaper ‘Category B’

E.D.F.L. OFFICE: Railway Crescent, Croydon — Telephone 723 4798
President: Kenneth Wright Esq., M.B.E., J.P. —

F \ ; PHONE:THE DORSET.

725 6211

FOR “YOUR ‘RESERVATIONS

CLUB SOCIAL, NIGHTS
WEDDINGS

CONFERENCES™ " &

LUXURIOUS ‘MOTEL :
ACCOMMODATION"WITH
SPORTING. COMPLEX®
INTERNATIONAL FLOOR SHOWS

DORSET GARDENS HOTEL MOTEL PTY. LTD.
335 DORSET ROAD, CROYDON 3136

13th & 14th SEPT, 1980

EDFL_FOOTBALL RECORD Page 7

Brian l.'-lgnn

JOHN ST LILYDALE LMCT 5137
New & Used Cars at Low Used Cars
Overhead Country Prices, [petaroned
Service. Spare Parts, Lilydale

TELEPHONE: 735 5155

“SPORTING EQUIPMENT SPECIALISTS"

MIDWAY SPORTS STORE

Suppliers of . . . ADIDAS :: PUMA ETC.
See R. ABERNATHY or L. HOPKINS

Midway Arcade, 145 Whitehorse Road, Ringwood
Phone 8701171 —_ (Opposite Alexanders)

EDFL monm. RECORD

S SOV S (P

First Division — Grand Final - Seniors

MITCHAM FIRSTS VERMONT FIRSTS

N. WATSON 1. D. SCHNEIDER
P. DUNGAN 3. J. GUNN

T. HOATH 5. M. EASY

G. WEATHERLEY (Vice-Capt.) 6. J. CUNNINGHAM (Vice-Capt.)
R. ER 7. L. RIPPON

B. 10. D. WILKIE (Capt.Coach)
w. 12. N. GARRETT

R. THOMAS (Capt.Coach) 14. G. ADAMS

G. PIMM 15. D. WILLIAMS.

A. PEARSON 21. P. DACK .

A EWS 22. P. KENNEDY

P. HANNERBERRY 23. S. CRICK

A. LINNEY 24. J. MARINELLO

G. 25, R. CULPIN

R. LYONS ~ e 29, J. TRESIZE

P. WITNISH 31. R. STREETER

R. BOND 33. B. EAST/

D. WHITE - ~ 37. C. WILLIAMS

P.

E.

$i

P.

K

A

s.

M.

13th & 14th SEPT, 15,

9|Page
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all inclusive.
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s G

OCIAL NOTES

FINAL'S PLAYER PROFILES

1.  Neil Watson 2.  Ppeter Dungan 3.
- Joined 1977 and won Joined 1977 as a
B & F. Top kick- ruckman. Found his
getter, act home 1in position as the most
the cent

re though feared full back in
lised as a the league.

‘ often
5.  Ross Gallagher ] 6.

Joined 1978 B & F in
1979. One of the best
rovers in the League,

i

* Don't forget the 'Seafood Banquet' Sunday 7th September $10.00 per head
all 1incl. 10.30 till 2.00

- Grand Final Luncheon Sunday l4th Sebteuber. 11.30 - 3.00

* ~Junior Presentation Day Sunday 21st September. 12.00 - 3.00

* Annual Ball 10th October $20 per head all incl.

Trevor Hoath

Joined 1980 as
experienced rover
with skill and top
disposal.

Joined 1980 shows
strong marking and
ground play whether
ruckroving or at
centre half back.

Greg Pimm

‘Joined



foot kick. Plays close.

11|Page

 Ray Bona

Joined 1980. Halt
forward proving his
acquis:tion more
‘than useful to the
team strong player.

. Alan Marshall

Joined 1968. Reliable
a left

oy -
23. David White

Joined 1968.
Intelligent player

who keeps the ball on a
string. Beautiful dis-
posal. Adds a new
dimension to any
position played.

26. Peter Laurie

Joined 1980. Big colour-
ful ruckman. Gives the
small men every chance.

~ Gives his all.

e sl
29. Wayne Henderson

: ~ Joined 1979. Pacey

~ centreline player who

24,

27.

30.

Lee Bienvenu

Joined 1975. Rugged
bustling defender
equally useful in the
ruck.

—

Steven S n

Joined 1968. Desperately
fierce half back who
turns defence into A
attack. No stronger '
player around.

Emil Popovic P T
Joined 1972. Tall -
marking wing man or y
utility player with

speed to match his 1‘
enthusiasm. ’e

B

Shane Witnish

Joined 1970.
Attacking running




b : h

MITC 15»\1" .:‘II::N u:‘u. THE ctp of triumphiyss P
OO e hinias the ety Ron Thomas (right) and rover Ross Gallagher
2:": ‘;:. the final quarter pouse for The Standard’s camera with the

¥ turday” promiorship cup shortly after the siren sounded

% First Divi- |
wvand Ninal | the end of Saturday's grand final :

the Eustern Districts Foot-
ball League at Kilsyth on
Saturday,

A pollant Vermont had Wind. But the wind died
looked poised 1o enuee an  AWAY A8 rain started to fall.
upset, only three points It had been 8 low-scoring
du\:n A three quartor time  battle of the defences to this

12|Page



Up there, ‘Dungers’
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Nunawading Gazette, Wednesday, 17 September 1980. (By Jay Dee)

Tigers make it 2in arow

Mitcham have won their second successive flag with a 31 point victory over Vermont in Saturday’s EDFL first division grand
final. A five goal onslaught 10 minutes into the last quarter wrapped up the pennant and the game for the defending premiers.
Up until that stage there had been little between the two rival and neighbouring sides. Mitcham led by 13 points at the first
change, trailed by three at the half way mark, were in front by three points at the final change, and then went on to run away
comfortable winners over a fast, determined Vermont combination. Three Eagles were downed in the opening minutes and
Schneider, ever so briefly at full forward, was assisted from the field. Tresize got up, wanted to go on with it, chased the play,
and was downed again, in a tense spiteful opening.

[ron man

Mitcham replaced the suspended Peter Witnish with another “iron” man, Phillip Morrison, who seemed to carry on where Pete
left off. He soon earned the displeasure of central umpire Graham Vear who twice took the ball from him and awarded the
kick the other way to Vermont forwards, in the torrid opening passage of play. The Tigers’ captain coach Ron Thomas
appeared to be directing traffic in the centre of the ground as his arms were swinging around like a policeman on point duty.
The second term was pretty much a line ball affair with neither side really producing the brand of football to stamp them any
certainty for end-of-game honours. The tense third term spelt danger for both contestants as both sides went to seven goals
apiece on the scoreboard, with a 3 point lead to Mitcham at the final change.

Mitcham looked a threat when Weatherley marked right in front, but umpire Vear spotted the infringement caused by Andrews
and the consistent umpire took the ball off the Tiger vice-captain and awarded the free to Vermont. Robbie Lyons screwed a
great goal through for the Tigers at the eight minute mark ... an important goal that lifted the defending premiers. Vermont’s
Williams attempted to post the answer, but his kick narrowly missed the mark. From that moment on, Vermont were phased
out of all contention with Brunton completely shut out of the match as they rarely won the ball from the centre bounce and
were in defence for most of the time.

Summing up: There was really little between the sides with the difference perhaps being Mitcham’s first-hand knowledge of
the tight Kilsyth ground and how to play it. The Tigers arranged a “sneak preview” dry run some weeks ago and implemented
their strategy at that time.

Scores: Mitcham: 3.5 4.9 7.13 13.16 (94)
Vermont: 1.4 5.6 7.10 8.15 (63)

Goalkickers:

Mitcham: Lyons 3, Gallagher 3, Hoath 3, Andrews 2, Weatherley, G. Marshall

Vermont: Tresize 3, Brunton 2, Wilkie 2, D Williams.

Best Players:
Mitcham: Gallagher, Dungan, Thomas, Hoath, Pimm, Weatherley
Vermont  Gunn, T. Morris, Easy, Tresize, Wilkie

Page 30 — NUNAWADING GAZETTE, Wednesday, September 17, 1980

Premiership joys

“WE'VE DONE IT!” Mitcham defender Phil Morrison, aftes
ver Trevor Hoath isin the lead Jor the ball in this incident at Satur- e par emaoring I BV A A ont rt et Shakee Rate wiithiaeamirate. Gasy

Mi
day’: 's EDFL grand final against Vermont. Two Vermont players, Dick Culpin and Marshall asps%pporlms rush to congratulate the Tigers. Wayne Halbert can be seen
captain-coach Dennis Wilkie, rush in to contest possession. drinking champagne from the premiership cup.

1l4|Page



NUNAWADING GAZETTE, Wedinewdey, Sestembar 17, 1908 — Page 31

RINGWOOD-CROYDON MAIL, Wednerdsy, Sepiember 17, 1980—Page 37

EDFL GRAND FINAL
MITCHAM v VERMONT

L35 A9 T3 uaw (s
N4 S6 70 815 (e

MITCHAM ..
VERMONT

. Dannie
Toc lore I Satiraay'e oot Gvinion prand foat

Mitcham have won thei

d_succes
victory over Vermont in sa'uruy T EDFL Ilm di

goal

r'.T."na Tne piuy.and
Vs downed again. in & tempied to

A ASTEae! v Bl wick
SRR RS ...m.\, iases the

lron mln

leon' mm ity

—

Tlgers make

Saturday

mornings

Juniors

9.30-12.30.

1 hour

3 classes.
O
Nulllm lﬂ Vl(ml South

iries phone

232 5571

adfenders | oubrnumbering

tary Vermont
the soitary vermont
s«l-mn "o one at

The Mischam plnru

getu' l’z“'un Peter

,.%ﬁ%‘m st
liked

HOW THEY LINED UP

Backs: Morrison
Half Backs: Pimm
Centres: Halbert

Half Forwards: G. Marshall
Forwards: Lyons

Dungan

S. Witnish
Thomas -
Weatherley
Andrews

Followers: Laurie, Bond, Gallagher

Interchange: Watson, Taylor.

Mighty Mfcham!

% a row with a 31 point victory over
Vermont in Saturday's EDFL first

of

A
|

tuo rival and neighbourin
Defendin

From that moment on, Vermont was phased out

n defence for most of the
UP: There was really e between

s ard 50 any slight cdge o
ip such as eveatual . Mitcham's
l'n|\ :m knowledge of the tight Kilsyth ground

and ay it

The tigers lrllnrd 2 ‘sneak preview dry run
e weels inpiimenedhes arklgy &k
e ac of resident
Kilsh coach Gary reland. Good hinking Ron

Thomas.
‘Anothes interesting tussle on the weekend was
Clash,

ol Ui nder1§ champi

ik
the wind o hit the I
uare fme. 1 the

¥
e g By o pin:

8y JAY DEE
Mitcham won its second flag in

fon grand final.
Hating § gosl ansiaught ten minutes o
e e opc op the peasant and the
< for the defecding premiars
G il hat g e had Sl eeen

Mitchar 1ed by 13
cd by hvee  he bl

ont

v downed. in the.

) bnd‘\ TRl
the

ol a e
oion s W‘M eado Mueham

A conention
saely won the bull from the cence

st sl Rave et he gratd fins for
-1 rewl, Saurday's
Gcciding. socounier o 1nd 1

; elting a0 €afly beak. Croydon led the
e gols at quarter time and three

8 quartr the Eaples fooght back with

Vermont's 1.5

5] APPLEBY'S S

RESULTS

T ot

EDFL grand finals results from the

Division
Firsts: Mllohlm 1317 d Vermont 8.14.

nandas

Hannerberry

A. Marshal
Henderson
White
Hoath
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Easy'
Half Forwards:
Forwards:

_ Williams
‘Dack

Streeter
Schneider Cunningham

Followers:  Rippon, Bennett, G. Adams

Interchange: Miller, Br_untcsﬁ

Tresize
C. Williams.
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1980 Presentation Nights:

Mitcham FC:

GRAND FINAL REPORT

In the Grand Final on Saturday 13th September, 1980 the challengers Vermont won
the toss and elected to kick against the wind. In a tight lst Quarter Mitcham
tackled fiercely, hitting the opposition hard. Although kicking with the wind the
Tigers did not take full advantage and were only able to grab a 2 Goal break at
Quarter time.

3.5 - 23
Te5 SAL

Mitcham
Vermont

*  Scores

The ferocious tackles of Ray Bond, Paul Hannerberry and

*  Quarter Highlights:
“ and Ross Gallagher in everything.

Phil Morrison;

In the 2nd Quarter, Vermont improved their game to kick 4 Goals with the wind.
The Tigers were not playing their best football and the Eagles seemed to be in

control. At half-time:
*  Scores Mitcham 4.9 - 33
Vermont 5.6 - 36
*  Quarter Highlights: The continuing courageous play of Ross Gallagher;
Trevor Hoath's skill;  the and of-Peter and

the close tagging play of Greg Ph-

At the half time interval coach Ron Thomas addressed the subdued Tigers and
revived their mental approach to the game. With the 1979 Premiership team photo
> of the 3rd , kicking with the wind, to gain a

comments by Kilsyth's Gary Ireland the team went out
,‘mm . is normally the make or break Quarter.

an tcham began slowly with Vexmont doing the best work
_g* g%ﬁig“ ,ugc'eh"ﬂgusnmdwmy-m.
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WELCOME TO THE 1980 lﬂm FOOTBALL CLUB ANNUAL PRESENTATION

§
r
BALL ’
»
]
‘Mitcham has reigned supreme. -anoﬁéwpnzmtorb.
1st Division ladder for the last three years. tn M X
e T i
P in ‘;‘ ‘history. challenge for 911- ‘

ttee persons.

m commi.
d&-sﬂ:mu«-tuqhww

e

_«  Best Players: . P. Dungan, R.iGallagher, S:. Witnish, R. Thomas, T. Hoath,
G. Pimm

& Thnnkltamnandclonyl‘nn-ntorthcmofthok)mbo!umunmm

Marie Denny. -~ While Barry has been invaluable on the field both Barry and

_ Marie have been great people to know. Congratulations to Ron too for his
last Saturday. Thank you to the ptayers who supplied.the food and

drink last Sunday.

S REARRRRRRE
* THE FOOTBALL- TRIP. - SOME HIGHLIGHTS RECALLED

* Friday's Golf game at Tasmania Golf Course was precluded bix.a cheeky" Donny

*  pangan eyeing the view travelling in the red Commodore.
Tony “Soapy" Linney put in a "gutsy"'effort on the 2nd hole at golf.

+' fThe final outcome was that Bondie, Couttsy und Soapy were the winners with
the best scores. ‘(Golf scorel)

~*  Donny Dangan .(alias. Danny | ) went for a walk Friday night, on the Motel
ledge, three floors up! He didn't want to'tear his clothes so he left them
in the motel room. He must be afraid of heights because he wasn't too well

< my morning!

©© + Harry Willaton stayed at the Motel Saturday night to sleep off the V.F.L.
‘Grand Final drinks!

© - * Peter Dungan advocated double Rusty Nails. ($6.00 shot at the Casino) and then

‘them home..alld

* At the Casino “Leroy” Witherow got down on his hands and knees to see if the
. 2 dance with him really did have broken legs!

censed restaurant m-:a-y night "Bill".Laurie sang




MFC 1980 Year Book (extracts):

OF BEARERS & COMMITTEE - 1980

MR. K. SHITH

MR. R. BOURKE
S. LUNDBERG

MRS. J. COLEMAN
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RESERVES

BEST & FAIREST D. DUNGAN
2ND BEST & FAIREST M. TAYLOR
3RD BEST & FAIREST R. WITHEROW

GRAEME WEATHERLEY
(Best and Fairest 1st XVI11)

BEST UTILITY J. NiCoL
MOST DETERMINED J. DUGDALE After being runner up in the Best
BEST TRIER Sa SADD'NGTO“ and Fairest Award in 1978, the

LEADING GOALKICKER J. DUGDALE
BEST PLAYER FINALS D. DUNGAN

announcement that Graeme had won

the senior XVII| Best and Fairest

1980 was both a popular and deserving one.

o 0

me commenced his football with 'Preston Swimmers' a junior

SENIORS

o 2 in the Preston area, where his potential was spotted early
"KEITH ALLAN TROPHY"

BEST & FAIREST G. WEATHERLEY
2ND BEST & FAIREST S. WITNISH
3RD BEST & FAIREST G. MARSHALL

mgfas soon recruited by the Fitzroy Football Club. He remained

just over four years playing two years in the Under 19's

MOST DETERMINED W. HALBERT
B‘EST UT'L'TY = B. DENNY ‘way through the 1977, that Club officials negotiated
Nosr '“PRWED M. TAYLOR ‘and Fitzroy for his successful transfer to Mitcham.

LEADING GOALKICKER A. ANDREWS
SPEC |AL GOALK|CKER ] X TENE ards this League has seen.
'AWARD (102 GOALS) A. ANDREWS i

BEST PLAYER FINALS P. DUNGAN i

nd 15 stone, he quickly established himself as one of the

B BN

s obvious football talents, Graeme would be among the

 within the club, attending virtually every social

d talk and drink with Wm@,’.;and'\tj\,h is not to
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‘What 2@ éte.t':::;t.nd the First Division-
xvill Ercn::n.\ H9  any Andrews winning tne
club Chanp' kicking for the s:c?nd N
league 602 102 in 1980 and 104 in 1375,
| succession our forward pocket, coming
g::g}(db"‘;?:;g Lasghe goal kicking.
; -{rl!3<ﬁ‘.t Clptain . -
ou?fgaz League Best and Faires,
-‘QPQs;iS is a dominant A
gue . believe we have s,
gpasition to follow, by,
e to improve ourselves ' '

b’ﬂu
such a successful yeqr
not only has he provec
EEntt the work he di,
Glf and the committee
b:':ks very much ROI’\.

jwil

ery hard thi:

glsic ear

»

rry Dunkinson,
fine efforts

on committee
_a‘ ike them.

did a
th.nks to

am to have

d it

the Club
2.
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SENIOR COACH'S REPORT

ANRIE AOUE WTANTYRY

RN TE e TR 1 AART B i

of the HlueﬁtmnFquhdlh Club, | am very psoud of what was
deip SETMED Wik .
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Some final images:

Page 40 — NUNAWADING GAZETTE, Wednesday, Oc 15, 1980

pool in the

,..

night popular

More than 600 guests from 36 football clubs
attended last Wednesday’s EDFL annual

_ Presentation night held at Rembrandt’s
- resfaurant in Wantirna.

A highlight of the night was the silver jubilee
presentation by the Assistant Minister for Education,
Mr Lacy to the EDFL president, Mr Kenneth Wright,
' ing 25 years of service to the league.
vards for the best player award EDFL cham-
t were Fred — NoelZunneberg, pionship trophy,
le Memorial Montrose; Second East Burwood.
hy — Tony division best Club cham-
llota, Forest player award — pionships went to
Graeme Ellis, Rowville from
‘Lilydale; First third division,
division best Blackburn from se-
player award — cond division and
Des Burns, Surrey Mitcham from first
Hills; Third divi- division.

Pennants were
also presented to
all winning teams
in the league for
1980,

from left,
m goal kick-

e ol
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* Ron Thomas Capta'in—Coach with the 1980 Premiership Cup

Memorial:

On behalf of all club members we honour the 1980 Premiership Players and Officials who have since passed:
1980 Players: Ray Bond, Greg Pimm, Emil Popovic.
1980 Committee/Officials:
Bernie Coleman, Kevin Smith, Harry Willaton, Steve Lundberg, Herb Larkin, Leo Wishart, Alex Allan, John Clark, Cam Marshall,
Ted Clark, Jan Weatherley, Bill Dunkinson, Cyril Wilson, Hugh McNiff, Keith Allen, Arthur Saker, Ron Cousins, Vic Dunkinson.

This Report was produced by Alan Marshall for the Mitcham Football Club and Past Players & Officials Association (August 2020).
Should you have any 1980 memorabilia, newspaper cuttings or other valuable information please contact Alan Marshall.
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