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2. Introduction / Overview: 
 

Some Background to the 1979 Story* 
* From ‘Place Kicks to Drop Punts’, the MFC History Book by Garry Wathen and Marc Fiddian, 1989. 

Selective text has been taken from ‘The Thomas Era’, pages 73-79.  

 
Mitcham went into decline after winning the 1975 premiership … (In 1977) life member and former player Leo Wishart 
(was approached) to take on the senior coaching job.  
 
Wishart remained as coach in 1978 and the form shown in the latter half of 1977 was 
maintained. After soundly beating Ringwood 20.12 to 11.8 in the second semi-final, 
Mitcham lost the 1978 grand final to the same club by four goals. In view of the difficulties 
experienced and the danger of relegation little more than a year earlier the result was very 
satisfying for Mitcham. With the solid team foundation now in place, Wishart believed it 
would be in the best interests of the club if he stepped aside as coach to allow a playing-
coach to take charge of the team.  
 
(Lee) Gale believed the man for this role was Ron Thomas, who had just completed three 
years as captain-coach of opposing club East Ringwood. Gale and Wishart contacted him 
with the offer to return to Mitcham, but Thomas was reluctant … the coaching job was his 
if he wanted to accept. Thomas did so …  
One of the first things Thomas did was to arrange a trip to Wagga Wagga, where (Greg) 
Leech was coaching East Wagga, for a pre-season practice match. The object of the 
exercise for Thomas was to get close to the players and instil a united team spirit into the 
club.  
 
The Mitcham team of 1979 didn’t alter greatly from the previous season although several 
newcomers, such as former Box Hill ruckman John Baker, Wayne Henderson (Vermont) and Gary Marshall (Carrum) 
were handy contributors on the field. Injuries restricted Thomas to six games although by the start of the season he had 
become the dominant personality at the club. 
 
Mitcham made a fine start to the season, winning the opening 10 games, but four substantial losses in the remaining 
fixtures meant the Tigers had to improve in the finals. Mitcham was a decisive winner in both the second semi-final and 
grand final beating East Ringwood by 35 points and Scoresby by 43 points, respectively.  
 

     
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ------------------------------------ 
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3. The 1979 Season: 
 
The 1979 footy season started well for the Mitcham Seniors, after a few injury-setbacks pre-season, in particular Ron 
Thomas (broken hand) and Kevin Bentley (broken leg). The Tigers won their first 10 games and were on top of the ladder, 
3 games clear. Yes, it was a good start to the season.  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The EDFL Footy Record 14/4/79: Mitcham  
         club notes for the first game 

 
Round 2 Mitcham vs East Ringwood: 
 
 
 
                  The Ox charged and Mitcham romped home … 

                      By Jay Dee 
 

In a high-standard game, played in excellent conditions, 1978 grand finalists, 
Mitcham, had little trouble dispensing with East Ringwood. 
 
Mitcham were bolstered by their new key ruckman John ‘The Ox’ Baker … He 
gained plenty of support from … Gary Marshall and (former) U17 players Bob 
Mitchell and Evan Whitfield. Also new to the Tigers and sitting on interchange 
with Whitfield was Wayne Henderson … 
 
And coming home to Mitcham, after a four-year coaching absence, was Ron 
Thomas, last season’s East Ringwood coach but forcibly sidelined against his 
old side by a broken hand. (See more in the pic alongside). 
 

      Final scores: Mitcham 25.24 (174) def. East Ringwood 13.14 (92) 
 

Mitcham Goals (included): Andrew 6, Gallagher 5, 
Weatherley 5, Whitfield 2, McKean 2, 1 each to Watson, White, Mitchell. 
Mitcham Best Players: Gallagher, Witnish, Baker, Weatherley, Mitchell.  
 
Of special note, was Tony Andrew’s domination up to half-time, and his departure to attend a wedding. 
 
 

            “It was Gallagher’s all-day performance which won him man-of-the-match.” 
  

Mitcham's 1979 Senior Team List 
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Highlights in those first ten games would include the great wins in the first 3 rounds: the 8-goal win against Surrey Hills 
(R.1), the 13-goal win against East Ringwood (R.2), the 10-goal win against Blackburn (R.3). Scoresby had also won their 
first 3 games. Perhaps of special interest was the R.4 clash and win against Ringwood by 1-goal, a pleasing reversal of 
the 1978 Grand Final result.  
 
Jay Dee did a good report on the match. A brief 
summary is produced here (see the full article in the 
picture alongside):  
 

Round 4 Mitcham vs Ringwood: 
 

Close encounter – the football kind 
 
Saturday’s fourth round into the EDFL season saw the 
much-awaited grand final replay between Mitcham and 
Ringwood.  
Mitcham without loss thus far, was pre-match favourite, 
with Ringwood’s only loss to the red hot Scoresby. 
 
Player retention was in the Tigers’ favour as well, with 
most of the ’78 team still around, at least for the first 
three games. Then fate stepped in, and Mitcham lost 
two valuable players in Peter Dungan and Gary Hands 
(suspension), and four others due to injury or illness. 
 
Ironically, it was Danny Dungan and Billy Mitchell who 
were chosen to replace their own brothers, Peter 
Dungan and Bob Mitchell. Actually, it could have 
proved a blessing in disguise as Danny kicked the 
winning goal for his side in the dying minutes of the 
match.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
In summary …  
 
Final Scores:  
Mitcham 15.15 (105) def Ringwood 14.15 (99). 
 

Mitcham Goals:  
T. Andrews 3, G. Dunkinson 3, R. Lyons, 2, 1 each to  
G. Weatherley, J. Saker, J. Baker, C. McKean,  
B. Mitchell, S. Witnish, D. Dungan.  
 

Mitcham Best Players:  
J. Baker, S. Witnish, R. Gallagher, G. Weatherley,  
C. McKean. 
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Although Mitcham kept winning over the next few rounds, the margins reflected more even games as the season 
unfolded. In Round 7, Mitcham played Scoresby at Scoresby. Below is Jay Dee’s match report: 
 

Round 7 Scoresby vs Mitcham: 
 

       Trailing Tigers Snatched The Points 
 

A patched-up Mitcham side defeated 
Scoresby by 12-points at Scoresby oval on 
Saturday. Amid early winter conditions, 
Mitcham staged a strong comeback, after 
trailing by five goals to the Magpies. … 
 
Mitcham had not only gone into the contest 
without key members, Baker and Dungan, 
but lost a further two players as the game 
progressed. …. 
 
The Tigers crack defence won the day for the 
strongly built visitors who gave the Magpie 
forwards no latitude. When Scoresby 
eventually went forward in the closing stages 
of the match, they found the direct play of the 
Mitcham defence an impossible barrier to 
penetrate. … 
 

“Scoresby had no counter for the superb ruck play 
of Keith Rout ...” 

 

Scoresby had no counter for the superb ruck play of 
Keith Rout, now relishing the number one spot with the 
absence of Baker. Although he had little assistance from 
the heavy going, Rout, with a lot of spring, dominated the 
centre bounces, and the mobile player was always where 
the action was.  … 
 

Final Scores:  
Mitcham 10.11 (71) def. Scoresby 8.11 (59). 

 
Mitcham Best Players: K. Rout, G. Marshall, C. McKean, 
R. Gallagher, T. Linney, A. Marshall. 
 
Mitcham Goals: McKean 4, Lyons 2, plus 1 each to  
R. Gallagher, T. Andrews, P. Witnish, W. Mitchell. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
As mentioned earlier, after Round 10, Mitcham was undefeated, clear on top of the ladder. And then in R.11, Mitcham ‘hit 
the wall’ with a 7-goal loss to rivals East Ringwood (Thommo’s past team as Capt-Coach 1976-78), who moved into 2nd 
spot on the ladder with 8 wins. Mitcham would ‘bounce-back’ in R.12 with a 26-goal win against bottom side Blackburn. 
(Sadly, for Blackburn they were soundly beaten most weeks and would not win a game in 1979). 
 

R.13 was our 2nd loss for the season, a 6-goal loss against Ringwood (at Ringwood). No club welcomes a growing Injury 
List, and the Tigers were dealing with more than their fair-share, with recent injuries (not all at the same time) to Dungan 
(Peter), Weatherley, Gallagher, Witnish (Ray), Thomas, Andrews, Linney, Marshall (Gary), Baker, Dunkinson, White, 
Witnish (Shane), Witherow, Saddington and Dungan (Dan).  
 

  

The Ladder after R.10 
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Round 13 Ringwood vs Mitcham: 
Final Scores: Ringwood 11.19 (85) def. Mitcham 7.9 (51) 

Mitcham Goals: G. Weatherley 2, R. Lyons 2, plus 1 each to T. Andrews,  
A. Palmer, G. Marshall 

 
While some players were back from injury, several players were still 
unavailable. The next game (R.14) saw Mitcham improve with a 10-goal win 
against East Burwood (3rd bottom side), but this would be followed by two 
more losses: R.15 an 8-goal loss to 2nd bottom side Croydon, and R.16 a  
5-goal loss to Scoresby (eventual Grand Finalist) at Walker Park.  
 

Round 16 Mitcham vs Scoresby: 
Final Scores: Scoresby 24.16 (160) def. Mitcham 18.13 (121) 

Mitcham Goals: T. Andrews 11, R. Lyons 3, plus 1 each to J. Baker,  
D. White, T. McKinnon, J. Saker. 
Mitcham Best Players: T. Andrews, N. Watson, G. Weatherley. 
 
Some extracts from Jay Dee’s match report: 
 
“Tiger supporters are anxiously awaiting the reappearance of their brilliant 
rover Ross Gallagher to give his side the missing drive around the field. …. 
 
“One bright light on the horizon for the Tigers, was the welcome return to form of spearhead Tony Andrews whose 11 
goals in a losing score of 18 goals was a great personal effort.” 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Mitcham would get their on-field mojo back somewhat, to record good wins in the final two Home/Away matches: R.17 a 
strong 18-goal win against North Ringwood and R.18 an 8-goal win against Vermont, although neither opponent would 
play in the Finals. This left Mitcham holding on to top spot on the ladder (14 wins and 4 losses), one game ahead of East 
Ringwood (13 wins) in 2nd spot, followed by Scoresby in 3rd spot, and Surrey Hills 4th spot (12 wins each).  
 
Mitcham had won only three of their last six games. Tiger fans may have been asking: Do we have a full-strength side? 
And is our form good enough to go on to win the flag?  
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Some EDFL Record Mitcham Club Notes: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

The Final Div 1 Ladders 1979 

EDFL Record 23/6/79 
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Some more news through the year:  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

  

Adam Pearson plays his first game against 
Blackburn on 30th June  

Ringwood loses 12 match-points 

The Drake Perpetual Shield Presentation 

EDFL Record, Mitcham Club Social Notes 23/6/79 



Page 9 

Season Scores: 
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1979 Final Ladder & Finals Scores: 
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Senior Coach’s Report for 1979: 
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Ross Gallagher (Senior Best & Fairest) & Harry Willaton (Best Clubman): 
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4. Reserves: 
 
The Reserves under Coach Ken Henderson had a challenging year, and only just made the final four in 4th place, with 9 
wins and 1 draw (38 points), well behind East Ringwood on 48 points, Vermont on 52 points, and top side Scoresby on 60 
points. Their task was made so challenging by the year’s long list of injuries which impacted both the Seniors and 
Reserves. By finals time, the Reserves had a near full-strength team and fought their way through the 1st Semi Final, into 
the Preliminary Final and eventually into the Grand Final. Sadly, the Tigers fought hard but ‘lowered their colours’ to 
Scoresby. Final Scores: Scoresby 15.8 def Mitcham 12.9. 
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Reserves 1979 team photo: 
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More Season Stats & Reports: 
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5. Junior Teams: 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

EDFL Votes 
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6. Second-Semi Final: 
 

Tigers into grand final 
Mammoth win makes Mitcham flag favourites 

 

Mitcham trounced East Ringwood and were 33-
points ahead of their opponents’ score on the final 
siren. Last Saturday’s warm sun and blue sky were 
a complete contrast to the wintry skies of the 
previous week and near-perfect conditions greeted 
the EDFL second semi final contestants. … 
 

The Tigers had been getting a lot of kilometres into 
their legs, around the tan in the city, then across to 
Punt Road oval the following night, and then two 
nights at Donvale, which was equal to the size of 
Boronia.    
Individual duels were again a highlight of the rival 
sides and pre-match strategies of both camps were 
soon to be put to the ‘acid’ test. Honours for the ‘first 
round’ went to Mitcham as the Tigers eased high-
marking Graeme Weatherley out on to a flank and 
his usual spot at centre half forward was taken by 
Gary Marshall. …. Meanwhile another duel was underway at either end of the ground as 
both participants prided themselves of a star spearhead. East’s Gary ‘Lefty’ Maidment … 
Tony Andrews on 91 goals for the season, waited for the Tigers and the wind to direct 
the ball to his end. … Mitcham’s ‘decoy’ Lyons, scored two quick goals …  
 

Countdown 
Andrews soon rectified his aim and approach from a strong mark and had opened his 
account as the hundred countdown began. Mitcham wasted their first use of the breeze 
by employing negative tactics and playing from behind. … Andrews was freed and 
kicked his second and had seven to go. Defences still dominated the game and Tiger 
back pocket player, Tony Linney, seemed to own the ball with his possession as the 
quarter closed.   1st Qtr score: Mitcham 4.5 led East Ringwood 3.1  
 

When Andrews notched his third, Tim Hanna was switched to full back after doing ‘the 
job’ on Tiger coach Ron Thomas. Mitcham’s interchange David White, relieved Wayne Henderson and came into the play 
immediately. Ruckman, Keith Rout, goaled for Mitcham …. Baker tapped the ball over to Lyons for the Tiger forward’s 
third goal which regained Mitcham the lead.   2nd Qtr score: Mitcham 7.6 led East Ringwood 6.2  
 

The second half saw the battle of the full forwards take on where it left off as Andrews kicked his fourth … When Andrews 
chalked up his fifth, East appointed full back number three for the match, but unperturbed, Tony kicked truly for goal to put 
himself just three away from the century. Mitcham were most certainly making full use of the wind this time, as Thomas 
sent his side forward for rover Gallagher to pick up and goal. Rout kicked his second and the Tigers were running hot as 
East suddenly stopped running. Tiger ‘Super Boot’ Emil Popovic sunk in one of his long kicks and saw the long arms of 
Andrews reach up and pluck the ball out of the air and kick his seventh. Andrews cleverly led his opponent under the ball 
when Gary Marshall lobbed it in the square and the Tiger spearhead had his eighth on the board and went to 99 for the 
season. Mitcham had concluded a match-winning third term scoring 8.3 to East 1.1 and the scoreboard at the close of the 
quarter read:   3rd Qtr score: Mitcham 15.9 led East Ringwood 7.3 
 

Baker opened the last term account when he sent them to a 10-goal lead and East’s task looked impossible, wind or no 
wind. When Maidment kicked his sixth, East committed a severe tactical error by taking Zunneberg out of the general play 
and stationing him at full back on Andrews. … However, the Bluebirds robbed themselves of the drive he was giving them 
around the ground, …  The Bluebirds simply could not do a thing right. Renwick showed East the way with a fine goal … 
and Lyons replied for Mitcham. Final siren saw Mitcham emerge easy victors over East Ringwood. 

Final score: Mitcham 17.15 (117) def. East Ringwood 12.10 (82). 
 

Mitcham Goals: T. Andrews 8, R. Lyons 4, K. Rout 2, plus 1 each to R. Gallagher and J. Baker, 1 unknown. 
Mitcham Best Players: T. Andrews, R. Lyons, T. Linney, E. Popovic, J. Baker, G. Marshall, N. Watson, A. Pearson  
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Second Semi Final Pictures:  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  

Mitcham's Wayne Henderson executes a strong 
tackle, supported by Graeme Weatherley 
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7. Grand Final: 
 

Steamrolling Tigers win another flag 
By Jay Dee 

 

Mitcham convincingly won the EDFL’s top division grand final 
when they steamrolled a struggling Scoresby to register a 43-
point victory. The Boronia track was heavy, and although 
skies were threatening, no rain fell. ….. 
 

Not so lucky was Mitcham’s Ray Gale who suffered a broken 
hand causing the half back flanker to take the field as a 
trainer.  Into the Tiger’s side came Warren Nelson who was 
playing his seventh consecutive grand final.  
 

Most experienced 
The former East Ringwood player was without doubt, the most 
experienced man on the field. He was given the all-important 
role of shadowing Scoresby Captain-Coach John Eagles, a 
role he fulfilled to perfection. … 
Top Tiger, Ron Thomas, stationed himself across the backline 
as the game turned into a battle of defences. Four direct 
misses in front was not good football for Scoresby… Gary 
Marshall goaled for Mitcham followed by rover Ross 
Gallagher. 

1st Qtr scores: Mitcham 2.2 Scoresby 3.5 
 

Magpies second 
… It became obvious during the following term that Mitcham’s 
rover, Gallagher, was the marked-man as he cleverly avoided 
constant heavy tackling. He kicked his second and third goals 
and the spotlight went to Tony Andrews at full forward on 99 
goals.  

Hundred goals up 
Mitcham were keeping their well-disciplined forward line open 
for him and centreman Watson was giving him plenty of 
supply. And then it happened. Goal number one for Tony and 
his hundred was up. Mitcham ruckman, John Baker, hauled 
down mark after mark, practically at the same spot … 
 

Both Eagles and Andrews scored their second goals for the 
match and then a chain of hand passes over the top saw 
Adam Pearson grab the ball up forward for Mitcham and goal. 
Mitcham were using the wind more effectively as Lyons 
goaled from the centre half-forward position.  

2nd Qtr scores: Mitcham 8.8 Scoresby 4.7 
 

Last year’s side 
Thomas’ educated approach to the vital game continued with a half-
time indoctrination to his players. Producing famed pictures of last year’s side and a reminder of their unsuccessful bid for 
the premiership, Thomas instilled a quiet but determined dedication to reverse the situation for season 1979. Mitcham’s 
power plus, action-packed football displayed in the third term was not only match winning, it was flag winning. Scoresby 
had no answer to it. Scoresby had no counter to Mitcham’s effective link players Emil Popovic, Gary Marshall, and Neil 
Watson, who took over in this quarter. Andrews kicked 3 goals for the term between intermittent fights around the ground.  
 

Concerned that complacency would creep into the Tiger’s game, Ron Thomas stated: “It’s not over yet. You’ll know when 
it’s over, the siren will scream a Mitcham flag. …  
 

Scoresby trailed by seven straight goals when Baker handpassed to Gallagher for the Tigers’ 12th goal.  … Mitcham’s 
interchange David White took the field and quickly goaled. Things were obviously looking good for the Tigers as Mitcham 
chairman of selectors, Graeme Jacobs, had a continual grin on his face for practically the entire final quarter. Finally, it 
had to happen. The sure marking, match-dominating Baker marked strongly and kicked accurately to see the Tigers run 
out easy winners.  

Final Scores: Mitcham: 15.16 (106) def. Scoresby: 8.15 (63) 
 

Goals: T. Andrews 5, R. Gallagher 4, plus 1 each to A. Pearson, R. Lyons, D. White, G. Marshall, J. Baker, 1 unknown. 
Best: J. Baker, R. Gallagher, T. Andrews, N. Watson, A. Pearson, T. Andrews, P. Dungan, G. Marshall, E. Popovic. 

  

Some wise words from Jay Dee 
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Grand Final pictures: 
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8. Memorabilia, Club Facts & Highlights: 
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9. Team Photo: 
 

Mitcham Football Club EDFL Division 1 
 

Senior Premiership Team 1979  
 

 
 
Top Row: Rob Lyons, Peter Dungan, Peter Witnish, Tony Andrews, Shane Witnish, John Baker, Emil Popovic, 

Warren Nelson, Steve Lundberg (Runner) 
 
Middle Row: Ray Bourke (Treasurer), Harry Willaton (Team Manager), Adam Pearson, Gary Marshall, Keith Rout, 

Bill Mitchell, Alan Marshall, Herb Larkin (Selector), Ross Gallagher,  
Graeme Jacobs (Chairman of Selectors), Roy Hands (Head Trainer), Bob Bentley (Trainer).  

 
Front Row: Alex Allan (Timekeeper), Tony Linney, Graeme Weatherley, Kevin Smith (Secretary),  

Ron Thomas (Captain Coach), Lee Gale (President), Neil Watson, David White, Wayne Henderson.  
Mascot: Trent Jacobs. 
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10. Team Line-Up: 
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11. ‘30th Year Reunion’ Pictures from 2009: 
 
I took these photos back in 2009 at the 1979 ‘30th Reunion’ and I thought they were too 
good / too much fun to not include them in this Report. I hope you enjoy them. 
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Produced by Alan Marshall, for the Mitcham Football Club 

Past Players and Officials Association, 2024. 


